Abstract

The nearbystarshave gainednew respeciandinterestin recent
timesbecaus®f theirimportancan suchfundamentafuestionsas

“What is the nature of the Suns neighbos?”
“Ar e there planetscircling nearbystars?”
“Is therelife onanyof thoseplanets?”

Herewe presenfirst resultsfrom researchnitiativessupported
by NASA's (NearbyStars)Project.To ahorizonof 25 pc,the
NStarsSamplecurrentlyincludesmorethan2600stars. We antic-
ipatethat the populationwithin this distancewill climb to roughly
10,0000bjectswhenthe samplels complete(seepanelto theright).
Sucha robustsampleallows usto develop comprehensie luminos-
ity and massfunctionsfor the local Galactic population, as well
asidentify interestingsubsamplesuchasthe smalleststars,white
dwarfs, and starswith extrasolarplanet candidates. The current
NStarsDatabaseanbefoundat

The core of the NStars Sampleis comprisedof the 316 ob-
jects known within 10 pc, asdeterminedoy RECONS. The mass
function determinedfrom that sampleis shavn in the panel be-
low. Shawn in the final two rows of this posterare first results
from an NOAO-supportedouthernsky parallaxprogramknown as
CTIOPI, whichtargetssamplemembergnissingfrom theRECONS
andNStarssamplesThisis preciselythetype of researcleffort the
NStarsProjectis supportingwherespecials paidto efforts thatdis-
coverandcharacterizenearbystarsthatlurk unidentifiedin thesolar
neighborhood.
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