
Abstract
Thenearbystarshave gainednew respectandinterestin recent

timesbecauseof their importancein suchfundamentalquestionsas

“What is thenatureof theSun’sneighbors?”

“Ar e thereplanetscircling nearbystars?”

“Is there life onanyof thoseplanets?”

Herewe presentfirst resultsfrom researchinitiativessupported
by NASA’sNStars(NearbyStars)Project.To ahorizonof 25pc,the
NStarsSamplecurrentlyincludesmorethan2600stars. We antic-
ipatethat the populationwithin this distancewill climb to roughly
10,000objectswhenthesampleis complete(seepanelto theright).
Sucha robustsampleallows usto developcomprehensive luminos-
ity and massfunctions for the local Galacticpopulation,as well
asidentify interestingsubsamplessuchasthe smalleststars,white
dwarfs, and starswith extrasolarplanet candidates. The current
NStarsDatabasecanbefoundat

http://nstars.arc.nasa.gov
The core of the NStarsSampleis comprisedof the 316 ob-

jectsknown within 10 pc, asdeterminedby RECONS. The mass
function determinedfrom that sampleis shown in the panel be-
low. Shown in the final two rows of this posterare first results
from anNOAO-supportedsouthernsky parallaxprogramknown as
CTIOPI, which targetssamplemembersmissingfrom theRECONS
andNStarssamples.This is preciselythetypeof researcheffort the
NStarsProjectis supporting,wherespecialis paidto efforts thatdis-
coverandcharacterizenearbystarsthatlurk unidentifiedin thesolar
neighborhood.
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